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REPLY 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Sir' 

In the Office Action dated February 16, 1999, all claims were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 03 as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent to Kullick et al. and Brichta et al., alone or in 
combinalion with Cole et al., Arnold et al., Guameri et al., Moore, Butts et al., Kikinis and/or de 
Hond The rejections are respectfully traversed and reconsideration is requested. 

The invention is directed to a method and system for updating application 
program components on a client through a network. In the preferred embodiment, the client 
includes a program which performs all update processing, the server system only bang required 
to download ftlcs. Specifically, a client which is to update the application program components 
f irS t downloads a catalog file from the server. The catalog file identifies the most recent versions 
of the program components as well as the network addresses where those components are stored. 
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U» network address indicated in the caudog file. In «hc prefe^d »* whsn . 

program is a launcher program which serves as a proxy to update the application P r gr 

user selects the app.ica.ion program for ™««~ make ayailable to 

Since all processing s performed at the client, the server nie j 
bvnccanp fc r stan< jard file transfer. No proprietary 

catalog files and application program components for standara 

reqUlK oZcTlnces cited, only KuUick et al. and Cole e, a,. relate to the update of software 
a c,tT Cok e, a. was discussed in detaii and distinguished in the las. response. 

programs on a client Cole et al. w ^ 
UKullicketal., the management program on the client checKs.nesn 
in Kuiuck ^ verslon 1S more 

MB* =t ai. fails to disclose a catalog of components with the version identification. K-Ibek 
J tparcntly „nab,e to distinguish between entire program versions and versions of 

even if the only changes from an earlier version were in a smal, component of .he 

T„ accordance with the present invention, the updating process is carried out only after the 

of the components maintained on the client. I ftcn, oniy 
downloaded by the client. 
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Brichta et al. has been cited for the showing of "the use of a catalog data base upgrade 
system which is capable of adding and modifying items in the data base." However, Brichta ct 
al. has nothing to do with updating programs stored on a client in a network. Rather, Brichta et 
al. is concerned with catalogs in general, such as inventory catalogs, and with updating the 
catalogs themselves. There is no suggestion in either Kullick et al. or Brichta et al. that a catalog, 
and in particular a program component catalog, would be useful in providing a more efficient 

program updating process. 

The various dependent claims in the present application are directed to specific features 
which are advantageously used in the updating of programming components using a component 
catalog downloaded to a client. Since none of the references teach that aspect of the invention, 
none of the cited references, which are generally unrelated to either program updating or to 
catalogs, can be said to teach the features of the dependent claims. 

CONCLUSION 

In view of the above remarks, it is believed that all claims arc in condition for allowance, 
and it is respectfully requested that the application be passed to issue. If the Examiner feels that 
a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of this case, the Examiner is invited to call 
the undersigned at (781) 861-6240. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 



By _ 

James M. Smith, Esq. 
Registration No. 28,043 
Telephone (781) 861-6240 
Facsimile (781) 861-9540 



Lexington, Massachusetts 02421-4799 
Dated: 



